
DOWAGIAC CITY COUNCIL MEETING

Monday, June 11, 2018

A regular meeting of the Dowagiac City Council was called to order by Mayor Don Lyons at
7: 00 p.m. 

Mayor Lyons led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

PRESENT: Mayor D. Lyons, Mayor Pro -Tem L. Laylin, Councilmembers P. Bakeman, 

C. Burling J. Dodd, D. Lucas, B. Schuur, and City Clerk J. Wilson. 

ABSENT: None

STAFF: City Manager K. Anderson

Councilmember Laylin moved and Councilmember Lucas seconded that the minutes of the
May 29, 2018 meeting be approved. 

APPROVED unanimously

QUESTIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL

Councilmember Burling stated a curve has washed out on Gideon Street. 
Councilmember Bakeman shared safety concerns on M51. The property on Wayne Street is
holding a continuous garage sale. 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (NON AGENDA) 
None

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (AGENDA) 
None

COMMUNICATIONS

1. A motion of support was made by Councilmember Burking and seconded by
Councilmember Laylin for Ed' s Open Header Cruise, Thursday, July 26, 2018. 

APPROVED Unanimously

RESOLUTIONS

Councilmember Laylin offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 
seconded by Councilmember Lucas. 

WHEREAS, the City successfully applied for a Michigan Department of Natural Resources

Trust Fund Grant in 2017 to develop the Cass Avenue Trailhead Park property, 
and; 

WHEREAS, as a precondition to the effectiveness of the grant, the City must accept and sign
the attached Development Project Agreement for Project Number TF17 -0059, and; 
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WHEREAS, the City of Dowagiac, Michigan must accept the terms of the Agreement as

received by the MDNR, and that the City does specifically agree, but not by way
of limitation, as follows: 

1. To appropriate all funds necessary to complete the project during the project
period and to provide local match dollars in the amount of $61, 600. 

2. To maintain satisfactory financial accounts, documents, and records to make
them available to the MDNR for auditing at reasonable times. 

3. To construct the project and provide such funds, services, and materials as may
be necessary to satisfy the terms of the Agreement. 

4. To regulate the use of the facility constructed and reserved under this
Agreement to assure the use thereof by the public on equal and reasonable
terms. 

5. To comply with any and all terms of the Agreement including all terms not
specifically set forth in the foregoing portions of this Resolution. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote of
its City Council, does hereby accept the Development Project Agreement with the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources as attached and does hereby
specifically agree to the terms of said Agreement. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager shall be authorized to sign said Agreement. 

ADOPTED Unanimously ( Roll Call) 

Ayes: ( 6) Councilmembers: Laylin, Lucas, Bakeman, Burling Dodd, and Schuur
Nays: ( 0) 

Absent: ( 0) 

Abstain: ( 0) 

2. Councilmember Burling offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 
seconded by Councilmember Dodd. 

WHEREAS, the adoption of guidelines for property tax exemptions is required of the City
Council; and

WHEREAS, the City Assessor has communicated that the City needs to maintain a written
policy regarding Property Tax Exemptions to assure that all requests are
considered and decisions communicated consistently; and

WHEREAS, the City Assessor has drafted and recommended to City Council guidelines and
policy that complies with applicable state laws. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that City Council does approve the attached
Property Tax Exemption Policy; and

ADOPTED Unanimously

3. Councilmember Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 
seconded by Councilmember Dodd. 

WHEREAS, the following information has been reviewed by the City Manager and City
Treasurer and is being presented to City Council with a recommendation to
approve invoices and payroll # 18 for the period ending 5/ 7/ 18 - 5/ 20/ 18. 

BE IT RESOLVED that the City Manager and City Treasurer are hereby authorized and directed
to pay the following bills and payroll due: 

BILLS

119,492. 15

ADOPTED on a roll call vote. 

PAYROLL

118, 432.43

Ayes: Six ( 6) Bakeman, Burling Dodd, Laylin, Lucas and Schuur
Nays: None ( 0) 

Absent: None ( 0) 

Abstain: None ( 0) 

TOTAL

237,924. 58

4. Councilmember Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 
seconded by Councilmember Laylin. 

WHEREAS, the City of Dowagiac is investigating options for funding for sewer and water
projects; and

WHEREAS, the United States Department of Agriculture Rural Development (USDA) has
funds for both grants and loans available for sewer and water projects; and

WHEREAS, the USDA requires municipalities to log into their website and create an authorized
representative request; and

WHEREAS, the USDA requires city council to authorize a representative in order to complete
the request; and
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WHEREAS, once the online account is set up the application for a sewer or water project can be
submitted. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City council agrees it is in the City' s best
interest to appoint an authorized representative so the City is eligible for loan and grant money
from the USDA. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Kevin Anderson, City Manager is the new Authorized
Representative. 

COMMENTS FROM CITY OFFICIALS

Councilman Bakeman stated he was happy and the Cass Avenue Trailhead project was started. 

Councilman Burling stated he was very excited about the Cass Ave. Trailhead project. 

Councilman Schuur stated that cemetery entrance and plantings were beautiful. 

Councilmember Dodd shared that he had received positive feedback about the summer concerts program
using the new location of the lawn at the Snow Building. 

ADJOURNMENT

Upon motion by Councilmember Schuur and seconded by Councilmember Lucas, the
Dowagiac City Council adjourned at 7: 14 PM. 

Donald D Lyorj, Mayor Jane P. "Wilson, City Clerk


